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In 2008, Jillian was found by a good samaritan in Gayaza (about 18 

Km from Kampala) where she had been abandoned. The good 

samaritan took her to police, who referred her case to a local 

NGO, and later she was taken to a CRANE network member that 

could best cater for her needs as her family was being traced. 

The children’s home where she was taken tried to trace her family 

but even after 3 years, no one was found. In 2010, she was adopted 

at the age of three by a generous family where she has lived for the 

past five years. The family loves her so much and has taken care of 

her needs since then. 

When the social worker attached to this case visited her family 

recently, he found that over the years they had bonded well. Jillian 

gladly helps with the household chores that she can manage, and 

enjoys the company of her 17 year old sister, Maria. She also enjoys 

singing to her 2 year old sister. Jillian is now in primary 2, loves 

school very much and actively participates in different co-curricular 

activities, especially sports.  

It is estimated that between 40 and 80 children are abandoned in 

Kampala alone annually. These children are either thrown in pit 

latrines or left in bushes, or by the roadside, or gates of orphanages 

and hospitals or in dustbins.  

CRANE continues to work with its network members to see that 

children are raised in a safe family environment where they 

can grow holistically and thrive in life. 

 

When Angella’s husband left her, she had no 

stable source of income so her children had to 

drop out of school. She could not even afford 

to take them to the clinic for treatment when 

they fell sick. They would just wait for the 

sickness to pass. However, poverty was not 

her only challenge; she was also HIV positive 

and it kept her sad most of the time.  

Our peer educators worked closely with her, 

teaching her several things including sanitation, 

proper feeding, and even some financial 

literacy. They also spent some time counselling 

her about living and coping with HIV.  

Angela now sells vegetables from which she 

earns some money to cater for her family’s 

basic needs and educate her children, due to 

the support of our peer educators that have 

shared a lot of valuable information with her. 

Today she is much happier, and determined to 

educate her children who do not fall sick as 

often as they used to due to the positive 

change in lifestyle. 
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In one of our communities where we have an active 

children’s safe club, one child ambassador was able to 

identify a 14 year old boy that would spend his days 

working in a stone quarry instead of going to school. The 

child ambassador reported this to a child advocate. They 

went together and talked to the child’s father. 

While talking with the father, they found that he believed 

his son was too old to still be in school. And so he sent him 

to work in order to earn some extra money to help cater 

for the needs at home. 

The child advocate talked to the father about the value of 

education, showing how it far outweighs quarry work, with 

its related health complications. The father agreed to take 

his son back to school. The boy who had been out of 

school for over a year thought it would be difficult to catch 

up with other students, opted for vocational training in 

mechanics which he is now studying. 

Our child ambassadors and community advocates (adults) 

work together in their communities advocating for the 

observation of children’s rights, and educating both children 

and adults on child protection issues. 

 

Martha* was first invited to the Creative Learning Centre 

by a friend to participate in the sports league. On learning 

what a CLC is, she sought to join it and was registered 

the following term. She had been out of school for more 

than a year because her parents that were paying her fees 

had passed away and her grandmother could only pay for 

two terms. She then went to live with her sister who 

promised to pay for her studies. But after two terms, her 

sister was unable to continue paying. And so Martha 

returned to her grandmother's place heartbroken. 

 

Being accepted to join the CLC and having a chance to go 

back to school brought her so much joy. While in the 

CLC, she learnt as much as she could in spite of the 

challenges that she was experiencing at home. She is 

grateful for the teachers and mentors that continuously 

counselled her and encouraged her to appreciate her 

family, their situation, and showed her how to cope in life. 

 

Upon graduation from the CLC, she joined a nearby 

school in Senior three, where she is working hard to 

excel in her studies and become a lawyer in the future. 

When some of the CRANE staff visited the school, the 

headmistress could identify her by name and commented, 

"Martha stands out from the others because she is 

focused, committed to her studies and exemplary 

in her conduct." 
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